[Bisphosphonates-related jaw osteonecrosis].
The latest generations of bisphosphonates constitute a major advance in the management of disorders including Paget's disease, osteoporosis, and osteolytic bone tumors. Recent reports describe numerous cases of osteonecrosis of the jaw in patients treated with bisphosphonates. Some of these reports mention predisposing factors, including surgical procedures, chemotherapy, and radiotherapy. In the past 12 months, we have observed and treated 9 cases of maxillary osteonecrosis, which we present summarily. Some of our cases (3 of 9), like many of those described in literature, do not present predisposing factors. The osteonecrosis may thus be due mainly to the effect of bisphosphonates that, by blocking bone remodeling, may cause excessive bone mineralization. If this hypothesis is confirmed, these cases of osteonecrosis may be due to excess doses. Better dose adjustment should thus help prevent this complication.